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Preface 

Introduction 

This is the fourth edition of Teaching English as a 
Second or Foreign Language, Cengage Learning's 
comprehensive textbook for use in courses 
designed to prepare teachers of English as a 
second language (ESL) or English as a foreign 
language (EFL). Although designed primarily 
as a textbook for a preservice teaching English 
as a second/foreign language methods course, 
this volume is also a useful reference and guide 
for those who are already teaching ESL or EFL 
without having had specific training and for 
practicing teachers who received their training 
some time ago and are looking to update their 
knowledge of the field. The field of Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other Languages is 
dynamic and constantly evolving, and the many 
developments between 2001 (the publication 
date of the third edition of the text) and 2013 
have demonstrated the need for this new edi
tion. The latest research findings are included 
and integrated with time-tested features of 
classroom practice. 

Purpose in Preparing the Text 

Our purpose in preparing this fourth edition of 
Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language 
(also known as the "Apple Book") remains the 
same as for the first (1979), second (1991), and 
third (2001) editions: to produce the best and 
most comprehensive introduction to the teach
ing of English to speakers of other languages. 
Our conceptual approach has been to reflect the 
most recent findings of current approaches to 
the teaching and learning of second languages, 
and to maintain a balance between theory and 
practice-that is, between providing necessary 
background information and relevant research, 
on the one hand, and offering many classroom 
suggestions and resources for teachers, on the 
other. 

Preface 

Organization of the Book 

This edition covers all areas that are critical to 
successful language instruction and is organized 
into six units: 

1. Foundations of Methodology: an overview of 
past and present teaching approaches and 
related research 

2. Language Skills: the treatment of and tech
niques for teaching the four language skills 
(including pronunciation) plus grammar 
and vocabulary, along with guidance on how 
to assess these skills through large-scale and 
classroom-based assessment 

3. Skills for Teachers: a close examination of 
skills that teachers need to be effective 

4. Integrated Approaches: options for integrating 
the teaching of language skills with content 

5. Focus on the Learner: information on language 
learners relevant to classroom instruction 

6. Focus on the Teacher: issues for the profes-
sional development of language teachers 

As editors, we have worked to produce an intro
duction to the field that is of sufficient depth and 
breadth to be suitable for students with some 
previous teaching experience yet straightforward 
enough not to needlessly bewilder the novice. 

Features 

Each chapter begins with key questions that pre
view the content of the chapter. Next is an "experi
ence," or example of how the topic at hand plays 
out in the classroom or in the life of an ESL/ EFL 
learner or teacher. This is followed by a section 
that defines the topic and introduces readers to 
key concepts and terminology. These early sections 
frame the chapter and are referred to when appro
priate. Chapters continue with a discussion of con
ceptual underpinnings (i.e. , research and theory) 
followed by classroom applications. The body of 
each chapter ends with a section on future trends, 
a conclusion, and a bulleted summary. Following 

vii 



the body of the chapter are discussion questions, 
suggested activities, and recommendations for 
further reading. These supplementary materials 
suggest ways in which the chapters can be used in 
methodology courses to stimulate critical thinking, 
application of the material presented, and further 
exploration of the topic. 

New to this Edition 

This new edition covers more topics and has more 
contributing authors than the previous ones: 

II First edition (1979): 31 chapters, 27 contrib
utors; 

II Second edition (1991): 32 chapters, 36 con
tributors; 

II Third edition (200 1): 36 chapters, 40 con
tributors; 

II Fourth edition (2013): 40 chapters, 46 con-
tributors. 

Twenty-three of the 36 authors who contributed 
to the third edition have also contributed to this 
volume (often-but not always-on the same 
topic). Eighteen of the chapters appearing in 
this edition are revised and updated versions 
of chapters in the third edition, and in most 
cases, the revisions have been substantial. Twelve 
chapters have been completely rewritten by new 
authors. The following 11 chapters are on topics 
that appear for the first time in this edition: 

viii 

Principles of Instructed Second Language 
Learning (Rod Ellis) 

Teaching English in the Context ofWorld 
Englishes (Marianne Celce-Murcia) 

Fluency-Oriented Second Language 
Teaching (David Bohlke) 

Developing Engaged Second Language 
Readers (Neil] Anderson) 

Spoken Grammar 
(Michael McCarthy & Anne O'Keeffe) 

Assessment in Second Language Classrooms 
(Anne Katz) 

Tools and Techniques of Effective Second/ 
Foreign Language Teaching 
(Donna M. Brinton) 

Teaching Language through Discourse 
(Marianne Celce-Murcia & Elite Olshtain) 

Task-Based Teaching and Learning 
(David Nunan) 

Motivation in Second Language Learning 
(Zoltan Dornyei) 

Teaching Young Learners in English as a 
Second/Foreign Language Settings 
Qoan Kang Shin) 

Many of these topics were suggested by users 
of the third edition and by reviewers commis
sioned by the publisher to provide feedback for 
the fourth edition. This feedback guided our 
decisions as we planned the new edition and 
led to revisions and expansion of the scope and 
content. In addition, the fourth edition has been 
greatly enriched by the addition of a more inter
national focus-both in terms of the diverse set
tings in which the authors work and teach, and in 
the examples from second and foreign language 
classrooms they used to illustrate their topics. 

Ancillary Materials 

A new feature of this edition is the compan
ion website (http://www.NGL.Cengage.com/ tesfl), 
which accompanies this text. For each chap
ter, there is a list of Internet links with useful 
information to help the reader explore related 
research and teaching suggestions. There are 
also expanded biographical statements for all 
the authors to supplement the list of contribu
tors and their affiliations on pp. x-xi. Perhaps 
the most important feature of the website is 
the glossary, which defines the hundreds of key 
terms introduced in the book. We have prepared 
this glossary as a tool to assist the reader. 

Editors/ Authors 

This fourth edition benefits greatly from having 
three co-editors: Donna Brinton and Ann Snow 
have joined with Marianne Celce-Murcia to bring 
their expertise and knowledge of the field to the 
task of compiling this edition. Marianne Celce
Murcia is professor emerita of applied linguis
tics at the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) and served as the editor of the previous 
three editions of this book. Donna .Brinton is 
a retired member of the TESL and applied 
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linguistics faculty at UCLA, and has also served 
on the faculty of the University of Southern 
California' and Soka University of America; she 
brings extensive expertise as an author and 
editor. Ann Snow is professor of education at 
California State University, Los Angeles; she has 
significant experience as an author, researcher, 
series consultant, and editor. (See longer biog
raphies for all three editors on the companion 
website [http://www.NGL.Cengage.com/tesfl] .) 

Suggestions on How to 
Use the Book 

Our goal in compiling this volume has been to 
produce a comprehensive introduction to the 
field-one that would serve both as a course text 
and as a resource for the ESL/EFL teacher's pro
fessional library. As a result, the book may contain 
too much material for a single methods course. 
Thus, we advise instructors using this volume as 
a course text to be selective and to focus on the 
chapters most relevant to preparing their students 
as classroom teachers; alternatively, instructors may 
consider dividing up the content of the text over 
two or more courses. Different instructors and dif
ferent teacher-preparation programs emphasize 
different topics and organize courses differendy. 
This is understandable, and thus there is flexibility 
in how instructors will choose to use the book. 

There are many options available for using 
Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language. 
Using it as a course text, instructors can tailor 
the reading list to the anticipated needs of their 
students, taking into account the length of the 
course and its focus. In addition to simply assign
ing chapters to be read, many instructors assign 
pairs or small groups of students to present and 
lead a discussion on individual chapters of their 
choice. Instructors with access to a course man
agement system may also wish to have students 
respond to selected end-of-chapter discussion 
questions by posting their answers in the online 
discussion forum section and also by responding 
to their peers' contributions. Any chapters that 
are not covered in a course as a result of time con
straints will become useful reference materials for 
the teacher in training, whose interests, needs, 
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and target student population may well change 
after the completion of the methods course and 
the teacher education program. Finally, the book 
can serve as a single, comprehensive reference 
for language methodology-just as it is useful to 
have a comprehensive dictionary or a compre
hensive reference grammar. 

We welcome comments and feedback on 
this edition. In our role as teachers, we all have 
much to learn from one another. 
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