











PREFACE

The primary aim of this book is to provide help—but help with understanding—for high school
students seeking to enlarge their vocabulary. It is designed to help them whether their goal is
college admission, or better employment opportunities, or overall self-improvement.

A companion aim is to assist busy English teachers interested in enriching instruction through
direct teaching of vocabulary. The book attempts to do this by providing vocabulary materials and
procedures that have proved successful in the classroom.

Teachers know that, as students read more, they gradually expand their vocabulary. They also
know that such expansion is usually incidental or, more appropriately, accidental, unless the
teacher deliberately provides for the learning of specific words. There is therefore strong reason
for teachers to supplement reading as a means of vocabulary growth by mounting direct attacks
upon vocabulary. This volume provides resources for such attacks.

Absent from these pages is a feature often found in vocabulary publications—long lists of un-
related words, skimpily defined, and with few or no illustrative sentences. Strange words inade-
quately taught can only bewilder the student.

As explained in Chapter I, this book organizes vocabulary study by teaching words in groups,
each group consisting of words related to one another in some meaningful way.

Chapter II uses the grouping principle of the central idea. Each of its twenty-five word groups
is organized around a different idea, such as kealth, praise, height, smell, etc.

Chapter III teaches twenty-five groups too, but this time the unifying concept is a Greek root,
such as PHIL meaning “love,” and MIS meaning ‘“hate”; or a Greek prefix, such as HYPER
meaning “over,” and HYPO meaning “under.”

Chapter IV does the same with Latin, but on a much larger scale because of Latin’s greater
influence on English.

Chapter V teaches a group of notable words descended from the myths and history of the
Greeks and Romans.

Chapter VI deals with several groups of Anglo-Saxon origin. In some of these, Anglo-Saxon-
derived words are presented side by side with Latin-derived words of similar meaning.

Chapter VII teaches groups of words adopted from French. Each group is organized around
a separate topic, such as conversation, food, dress, etc.

Chapters VIII and IX do the same with loanwords from Italian and Spanish, respectively.

Chapter X teaches students how to expand their vocabulary further by showing them how to
form derivatives. It helps them, for example, to convert plausible to implausible, plausibly, im-
plausibly, plausibility, implausibility, etc. In so doing, it provides a review of some useful spell-
ing rules.

Chapter XI discusses and analyzes the officially released sample vocabulary questions for four
widely given pre-college examinations:

1. Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT)

2. Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)

3. National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

4. New York State Regents Scholarship Examination

Chapter XII, Dictionary of Words Taught in This Text, is intended as a tool of reference and
review.
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The pronunciation of each new word is supplied. The system of indicating pronunciation based
on Webster’s New Students Dictionary, copyright 1964 by G. & C. Merriam Co., Publishers of
the Merriam-Webster Dictionaries, is used by permission.

Throughout the volume, the author and editors have attempted to reinforce learning by abundant
illustrative sentences, varied exercises and drills, and cumulative reviews. Many of the exercises
have been patterned after the types of vocabulary questions encountered in pre-college tests.

Nothing in the organization of this text should prevent teachers from starting with whatever
chapter they may wish, in accordance with their students’ needs. The directions have been kept
simple so that, after brief motivation in class, the students may proceed on their own. Periodic
discussion of one or more groups of words from any part of the text will provide enrichment in
any grade of high school English. Since vocabulary growth is a gradual process, it is urged that
this text be introduced as early as possible in the high school course.

Teachers may also want to recommend this book to the college-bound student working by him-
self to prepare for scholarship and college-admissions tests.

The student who uses this book, whether an “independent” or a member of a class, should un-
derstand that correctly answering test questions about a word does not necessarily prove that he
has really learned it. To make a newly met word his own, he must use it in his speaking and
writing. This is the surest way of incorporating that word into his permanent vocabulary.

—HL.

v PREFACE



CONTENTS
CHAPTER 1. THE IMPORTANCE OF VOCABULARY TO YOU

VOCABULARY AND THINKING ... ..ttt ettt
VOCABULARY AND COLLEGE ADMISSION .. ........ooieieseeeinenn.
VOCABULARY GROWTH THROUGH READING .............. .. ...t
LEARNING VOCABULARY THROUGH THIS BOOK ....................oooon...
Attack #1. Learning Vocabulary in Groups of Related Words .......................
Attack #?2. Learning Vocabulary Derived From Greek and Latin ......................
Attack #3. Learning Vocabularir Borrowed From French, Italian, and Spanish ........
Attack #4. Learning to Form Derivatives .............. ... .o ..
“EXERCISING” NEW VOCABULARY .. ... ... . it

CHAPTER II. BUILDING VOCABULARY THROUGH CENTRAL IDEAS

JOY, PLEASURE ...... ...ttt it it ettt ortaneanannseionneennnss. o
SADNESS, ... oaimecinenee s mmn. suse e e sm. .o . Sood B
STOUTNESS ... ittt eiosesens . an BT
THINNESS (. ittt et tiiaaa i s .. 0. S
FLATTERY ...... O PR GPSPAP ,
ANIMAL it it it e et ot ae s s nen s iaeaaaeananess e
. HEALTH, MEDICINE ......c000000eennoneense.ombunnl i SO o
c PRAISE e e e e e e e e e e s sl

© 0Nk e N

—
o

CJEBT  a e e B Ll
. WILLINGNESS—UNWILLINGNESS ... ... i enns
L HEIGHT 4. .0 s s e e o on e R D A P S
. LOWNESS, DERTH 1.4 " oo e - st i
s RELATIVES L OL RN, oo el oo . - - . - S R
cSMELL ..ot it et et o e e e fe e e e o 50 R R S

P e
[ N I L
o=
@
=1

......................................................................

-
wn
@)
o)
~
—
=
~
=
L
Z,
—
@]
e
et
O
>
-
—_—
S
Z,

OB A

s 2
O
&
=
-
>
(=
-
i
o]
wn
I
=
Z
a
-
=1
>
2
=
—_
Z
=
w
w

(3]
=
Z
=
>
w
Z,
1
0
n

(38 ]
o
Q)
>
w
o
Z
=
Z,
Q

. SHAPE

(28]
N

(3]
w
—
=
g
o
=~
=
>
Z
@
i
=
Z,
=
=
—=
~
o
=
=)
>
2,
Q
=

)
N
z
=
@)
o
e
w
hq
<

[3%)
w
<
>
Z
[—
—3
s

CONTENTS

PAGE

N DN DN = e e e s e

N W

W



CHAPTER III. WORDS DERIVED FROM GREEK

1. PHOBIA ..o, B o e b T A - L. - 39 .
2. PHIL (PHILO) ...\ttt e e e e e e e 40
TS B S ——— R — S S e S —— 40
GES, == = W e B IR e T e e s s e e e S e 41
| TUUI e 1 ¢ L I =Ny el o 41
ERRAARRDY B 00 L 0 I el m B e - stk e LR he S o B - ESER: 42
B BEICRO . . .. o e e Ay e e — 42
B AT s | . 2 PR LB SR T B st ol Rl R o T 7o, 43
9. MONO (MON) .ottt et e e e e e e e e e e e e 43
LR L O e B T e 43
UL e e S S R O S 48
B I, T R . 49
17 [EORESEAEO R B . b bt s RS bt T Te 2. e Y ade EIT TR 49
DREOD e e i B0 B . PR . A S e R Al o B 50
15 HOMO ..ot e e 51
16. HETERO ..ottt e e 51
17. HYPER .o e 52
IEERON .. . L e I N B e 52
10 ENDO ..ot e e 53
20. EXO .. ..o e 53 ‘
21 ARCHY oo 54
22, BEO ... e 54
23. PATH (PATHO, PATHY) . .0ttt 55
24, MORPH ..o e 56
EREERTE T s, R o RN 57
CHAPTER IV. WORDS DERIVED FROM LATIN

LATIN PREFIXES—T ... .ottt e e e 61
LATIN PREFIXES—II ...\ttt e e e 64
T e S £ o Sy Ry S I 68
e S 68
U o S PRSI 68
8. STRING (STRICT) ...ttt et e ettt 69
S ST 69
e 70
B R T 5 e R T e 70
e S 71
8. FRACT (FRAG) ...t 71

Vi CONTENTS



9. OMNI ... i cEm e s o R R SR L SRR 72

. 100 ' FLECT (FLEX)rmr act 00000 REnnl R0 . L e e B s e S T st 72
11.TEN (TIN, TENT) ...c.ovninnonon e Sose o e et R SRt 73
V2. MON (MONIT) o, 00 AN s . oo e o DR RSN fmudne 74
13.. MAND (MANDAT) & . oot ol m. sttt g B T Saatal o e R S 74
I CRED (CRE D) o e NN S S AN ST 75
DS E LD . . i SR R 75
16, G R AT T N 81
L7 M O R (MO R T . N R RN I S 81
18 GO R P . o . o o e N R S R 82
L D € DU T S S S 82
20 SECUT. ((SEQU) e is vivie oiere omo o faonBiliner s o) st - amemtu e B i S el e SRS i 83
211 .CUR (CURR, CURS) & 5. . 50, s SRS o N ) 0 i e S oy 83
G R E S S (G R A D T 84
2T PEID e e T S T 85
AT A C L (AN G 1. . 1. . N it AP SN P D IS 85
25.,PREHEND (PREBENS) & o sl o e ol i s I L S s 86
OJECT 0. om0 w0 D e T AR S RS R D AR TP 86
N B R T (VB RIS ) (L R A 87
28 s MIS ((MISS, MIT; MITT ) ool 5 . rin o ittt SUSE S it SalcSi S b S At 88
29/ LOCUT«(LOQU) s Lo b, T SCEFEILE. Fonen 1 PO e N S 88
30 FER (ousouw L id 0¥ . 10 EF p a s | 98t T vl SRS ST FRRRN O TSR 89

CHAPTER V. WORDS FROM CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY AND HISTORY

WORD LIST .......conc ok o on dowgses cmm. « a5 0 Surysmm i SIEantiie SEBr & 1aid 20 ran i 94
CHAPTER VI. ANGLO-SAXON VOCABULARY AND ITS ENRICHMENT
THROUGH LATIN
ANGLO-SAXON PREFIXES ................ . Rogm AL PRy RS oL S e 102
ANGLO-SAXON SUE F X S e e e E I, 103
ANGLO-SAXON WORDS ENCOUNTERED IN LITERATURE .................... 104
LATIN ENRICHMENT OF AN GIO-SA R O s b s 105
CHAPTER VII. FRENCH WORDS IN ENGLISH
1. TERMS DESCRIBING PERSONS ....... . 05 . . S s 112
2. TERMS FOR PERSONS . ... ....nputaon . oo Attbai i B S 113
3. TERMS FOR TRAITS OR FEELINGS OF PERSONS . SRty Bl 5f S 114
4. TERMS DEALING WITH CONVERSATION AND WRITING .................. 115
5. TERMS DEALING WITH SITUATIONS . 8 o . 116
6. TERMS DEALING WITH HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT ................... 119

CONTENTS VII



7. TERMS DEALING WITH THE ARTS ... ... .. .. . . . i 120
8. TERMS DEALING WITH FOOD ....... PRI R SR, 4% |, 5O bt o 121
9, TERMS DEALING WITH DRESS ... ... ... ... .. .. ... . ..0 00 ... 122
10: MISCELLANEOUS TERMS ... ... covaie . son .o on o soamea saes o G 5. 123

O 00 ~1 O it B W N e

,_.
o

CHAPTER VIII. ITALIAN WORDS IN ENGLISH

WORDS FOR SINGING VOICES ... . 128
WORDS FOR TEMPOS (RATES OF SPEED) OF MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS ... 128
WORDS FOR DYNAMICS (DEGREE OF LOUDNESS) ... .. .. ... ... ... ... 129
WORDS FOR MUSICAL EFFECTS .. . . i 130
WORDS DEALING WITH MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS ... ... ... ... ... .... 130
WORDS DEALING WITH ARTS OTHER THAN MUSIC ...................... 131
WORDSIDEALTNG WITH PERSONS! ... .. ... 0 o000 n L e e 1189
WORDS FOR SITUATIONS INVOLVING PERSONS ... ... ... .. ... ... .... 133
WORDS DEALING WITH EOOD .. .. .. . ... . . .. . g 138
MISCELLANEOUS COMMON WORDS ... ... ... ... . . i . 133

CHAPTER IX. SPANISH WORDS IN ENGLISH

1. WORDS FOR PERSONS .. e 137
2. WORDS FOR STRUCTURES, CLOTHING, ETC. ....... ... ... ... .. ... .... 138
3. WORDS FOR PLACES, ANIMALS, ETC. ... ... . . e, 139
CHAPTER X. EXPANDING VOCABULARY THROUGH DERIVATIVES
FORMING DERIVATIVES BY- ATTACHING PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES ......... 143
EAVETRCHINGPRIETFINBES .. .. .. L e i 143
2. ATTACHING THE PREFIX UN OR IN .. ... . i, 144
3. ATTACHING SUFFIXES ... .ttt o et tan e mameageees 145
4. ATTACHING SUFFIXES TO WORDS ENDING IN V ... ... . ... . ... 146
5. ATTACHING SUFFIXES TO WORDS ENDING IN SILENTE ................ 147
0. ATTACHING THE SUFFIX LY ... ... . . e 149
7. DOUBLING FINAL CONSONANTS WHEN ATTACHING SUFFIXES .......... 150
8. TROUBLESOME SUFFIXES ... .. e 152

B S & N

WORD LIST

CHAPTER XI. SAMPLE VOCABULARY QUESTIONS IN PRE-COLLEGE TESTS

PRELIMINARY SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (PSAT) .................... 157
SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST (SAT) ...t 159
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFYING TEST .................... 166
NEW YORK STATE REGENTS SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATION .............. 166

CHAPTER XII. DICTIONARY OF WORDS TAUGHT IN THIS TEXT

VIl CONTENTS



CHAPTER 1

THE IMPORTANCE OF VOCABULARY TO YOU

YOCABULARY AND THINKING

Words stand for ideas. Words are the tools of thought. If your word power is limited, you are
necessarily a limited thinker, since you can neither receive ideas nor communicate with others ex-
cept within the confines of your inadequate vocabulary. Unless you broaden your vocabulary, you
will be unable to do the thinking that success in life demands.

VOCABULARY AND COLLEGE ADMISSION

Quite properly, college admissions officers will be interested in the extent of your vocabulary.
Research has established a close correlation between vocabulary and intelligence. A good vocabu-
lary, therefore, will identify you as a student of superior mental ability. It will suggest, too, that
you have done wide reading, since reading is the principal way of developing a good vocabulary.
In the college entrance and scholarship tests you are likely to take, you will find vocabulary a major
ingredient. If you have any doubt about this, see Chapter XI, where sample questions from several
widely given pre-college tests are reprinted and analyzed.

VOCABULARY GROWTH THROUGH READING

Persons who read widely gradually build up extensive vocabularies, especially if they have a
curiosity about words. This curiosity, compelling them to regard every unfamiliar word as a break-
down in communication between author and reader, sends them thumbing through the dictionary.
Should you, too, develop such word curiosity, you will be assured a lifetime of vocabulary growth.

Though reading is the basic means of vocabulary growth, it is a relatively slow means. For the
college-bound student who has not yet achieved a superior vocabulary, reading needs to be supple-
mented by a direct attack that will yield comparatively rapid growth—and that is the purpose of
this book.

LEARNING VOCABULARY THROUGH THIS BOOK

This book will involve you in a four-pronged attack on vocabulary.

Attack #1: Learning Vocabulary in Groups of Related Words

Vocabulary growth that evolves from reading has one serious disadvantage: it is poorly organized.
The new words you encounter as you read usually bear little relationship to one another. This, of
course, does not mean that you should think any the less of reading as a means of vocabulary build-
ing. It does, however, suggest that you may achieve relatively rapid vocabulary growth by studying
organized groups of related words.

In the “central-ideas” chapter you will find twenty-five groups of related words. Each group
presents words revolving about one idea—joy, sadness, flattery, age, relatives, reasoning, etc. The
new words are further explained in hundreds of illustrative sentences that have one feature in com-
mon: they present new vocabulary in such context as will make the meaning obvious and easy to
remember.

Attack #2: Learning Vocabulary Derived From Greek and Latin

The principle of the lever has enabled man, using relatively little effort, to do a great amount of
work. You can apply the same principle to learning vocabulary. If you study certain productive
Greek and Latin prefixes and roots, you can gain word leverage. Each prefix or root adequately
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understood will help you to learn the many English words it has produced. In the Greek and Latin
chapters, you will meet important prefixes and roots, each with numerous English offspring.

Rounding out the attack on Greek and Latin are two briefer chapters. One will teach you useful
English words derived from classical (Latin and Greek) mythology and history. The other, dealing
with the interplay of Latin and Anglo-Saxon, will contribute further to your word hoard.

Attack #3: Learning Vocabulary Borrowed From French, Italian, and Spanish

Since English has borrowed heavily from French, you are sure to encounter adopted French
words in books, newspapers, and magazines. Such words are considered a part of our English
vocabulary and are often key words in the passages in which they occur. Not to know the mean-
ings of common French borrowings is therefore a serious vocabulary deficiency.

The French chapter presents more than one hundred twenty commonly used loanwords, divided
into small, easy-to-learn groups. To give you confidence in your understanding of each word, care
has been taken to make the definitions and illustrative sentences as helpful as possible. You will
find similar treatment in the briefer chapters on important Italian and Spanish loanwords.

Attack #4: Learning to Form Derivatives

Suppose you have just learned a new word—fallible, meaning “liable to be mistaken.” If you
don’t know how to form derivatives, all you have added to your vocabulary is fallible—just one
word.

But if you know how to form derivatives, you have learned not one but several new words. You
have learned fallible and infallible; fallibly and infallibly; fallibility and infallibility, etc.

Chapter X will teach you how to form and spell derivatives so that you may know how to add
many new words to your vocabulary whenever you learn one new word.

“EXERCISING” NEW VOCABULARY

Muscular exercise is essential during your years of physical growth. Vocabulary exercise, too, is
essential in your periods of word growth.

To learn new words effectively, you must put them to use early and often. The challenging drills
and tests in this book will give you abundant opportunities for varied vocabulary exercise. But you
should do more on your own.

In your reading and listening experiences, be conscious of vocabulary. Take the initiative on
suitable occasions to use new vocabulary in speaking and writing. Such follow-up is a must if you
are to make new words securely yours.
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