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NASAL CAVITY 

Nwlrndae 
Koh 

The Vocal Tract. Places of articulation: t. bilabial; 2. labiodental; 3. interdental; 4. alveolar; 
5. (alveo)palatal; 6. velar; 7. uvular; 8. glottal. 

Some Phonetic Symbols for American English Consonants 

Bilabial Labiodental Interdental Alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal 

Stop (oral) 
voiceless 	p 	 t 	 k 	2 
voiced 	 b 	 d 	 g 

Nasal(voiced) 	m 	 n 	 A 

Fricative 
voiceless 
voiced 

Affricate 
voiceless 
voiced 

Glide 
voiceless 	M 

	
M 

voiced 
	

w 	 I 
	w 

Liquid (voiced) 
(central) 	 r 
(lateral) 	 1 

f 
v 

B 
6 

s 
z 

J 
3 

h 
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Linguistic Knowledge 5 

and their like are a very small part of any language, and gl may have nothing to 
do with "sight" in another language, or even in other words in English, such as 
gladiator, glucose, glory, glutton, and globe. 

To know a language, we must know words of that language. But no speaker 
knows all the entries in an unabridged dictionary—and even if someone did, he 
would still not know that language. Imagine trying to learn a foreign language 
from an online dictionary. However, many words you learned, you would not 
be able to form nor understand very many phrases. And even if you could man-
age to get your message across using a few words from a traveler's dictionary, 
such as "car—gas—where?" the best you could hope for is to be pointed in the 
direction of a gas station. If you were answered with a sentence, it is doubtful 
that you would understand what was said or be able to look it up, because you 
would not know where one word ended and another began. Chapter 3 will dis-
cuss how words are put together to form phrases and sentences, and Chapter 4 
will explore word and sentence meanings. 

The Creativity of Linguistic Knowledge 
All humans are artists, all of us ... Our greatest masterpiece of art is the use of a language 

to create an entire virtual reality within our mind. 

DON MIGUEL RUIZ, 2012 

ALBERT: So are you saying that you were the best friend of the woman who was married to 

the man who represented your husband in divorce?  

ANDRE:  In the history of speech, that sentence has never been uttered before. 

NEIL SIMON, The Dinner Porty, 2000 

Knowledge of a language enables you to combine sounds to form words, words 
to form phrases, and phrases to form sentences. No matter how smart your 
smartphone is, it cannot contain all the sentences of a language because the 
number is infinite. Knowing a language means being able to produce and under-
stand new sentences never spoken before. This is the creative aspect of lan-
guage. Not every speaker can create great literature, but everybody who knows 
a language can create and understand novel sentences. 

That language is creative and sentences potentially infinite in length and 
number is shown by the fact that any sentence can be made indefinitely longer. 
In English, you can say: 

This is the house. 

This is the house that Jack built. 

or 

This is the malt that lay in the house that Jack built. 
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