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The words you need to communicate with confidence.

Vocabulary explanations and practice for advanced level (C1-C2) learners 
of English. Perfect for both self-study and classroom activities.

• Expand your vocabulary with easy to understand explanations and 
practice exercises.

• Learn words in context, with 101 different topics, including ‘Applying 
for a job’, ‘Illness’ and ‘Easily confused words’.

• Be confident about what you are learning, thanks to Cambridge 
research into how English is really spoken and written.

• Remember words more effectively with lots of opportunities for 
personalised practice.

Also inside is a code for an ebook*. With the ebook you can:

• listen to new words as well as reading them

• bookmark pages, highlight text and add notes to help you remember 
words.

*The ebook has the same content as the printed book and works on Macs, PCs and 
tablets. Online version for Windows and Mac (requires Chrome browser). Downloadable 
version for iOS and Android tablets (requires free Cambridge Bookshelf app). Instructions 
and access code inside.
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18th Edition

English pronunciation – from aardvark to zymotic and Adobe to Zuma!

The 18th edition of Daniel Jones’s classic work is the defi nitive guide to 
contemporary English pronunciation.

The 18th edition features:

 over 230,000 pronunciations of words, names and phrases

 new words and names of people and places in the news

 The World of English Pronunciation – lively essays on aspects of   
 pronunciation by leading experts in the fi eld

 Glossary of terms used in phonetics and phonology

 notes on the relationship between spellings and sounds

PLUS: The CD-ROM provides these extras:

 spoken British and American pronunciations of every headword

 ‘record yourself’ function to practise your pronunciation 

 Search by alphabetic characters or phonetic symbols

ISBN 978 0 521 71740 3 ISBN 978 0 521 61956 1

Hewings

Also available: Advanced Grammar in UseEnglish Vocabulary in Use AdvancedCambridge English Pronouncing Dictionary
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English Pronunciation in UseAdvancedEnglish Pronunciation in Use Advanced is for learners of advancedlevel. The material is addressed to the individual learner who may beworking alone, but it can also be used in the classroom. This book covers all aspects of pronunciation in communicationincluding word stress, connected speech and intonation. EnglishPronunciation in Use Advanced recognises the importance ofpronunciation for listening as well as speaking and learners areprovided with both receptive and productive practice.English Pronunciation in Use Advanced• 60 easy-to-use two-page units: explanations and examples of keypronunciation points are presented on left-hand pages with a rangeof exercises on facing right-hand pages.• Audio components: all the examples and exercises are recorded andavailable on audio CD.• Clear model for repetition: a British accent is used as a model forlearners to listen to and repeat.• Exposure to different accents: learners are given the opportunity tolisten to a range of different English accents and learn about theirsimilarities and differences.• Additional reference section: including fun exercises to practisephonemic symbols, further practice in consonant clusters and word stress, a reading list and a glossary of specialised terms.• Learner-friendly answer key.
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ISBN 978 0 521 61403 0 ISBN 978 0 521 67746 2 ISBN 978 0 521 68087 5

The Cambridge International Corpus (CIC) is a collection of over 1 billion words of real spoken and written English. The texts are stored in a database that can be searched to see how English is used. The CIC contains over 45 million words of spoken English, including the 5 million-word CANCODE corpus, collected jointly by Cambridge University Press and the University of Nottingham. The spoken corpus from the CIC was used in writing this book.www.cambridge.org/corpus
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New Edition
English Vocabulary in Use
Advanced
Second Edition

Do you want to improve your vocabulary quickly? English Vocabulary in Use  
Advanced is fully aligned to the needs of English language learners at C1–C2 
level, so it will help you learn the words and phrases you require. This second 
edition of the best-selling vocabulary book is ideal for self-study, but can also 
be used in the classroom. It now offers:

• Fully updated units informed by the English Profi le wordlists, so you 
learn the most important vocabulary at advanced level.

• New words presented and explained in context, so that you can clearly 
see how to use them.

• Lots of opportunities for personalised practice, to help with the 
learning process.

•    A ‘common mistakes’ feature which helps you avoid frequent errors.

To fi nd out more about the English Vocabulary in Use series, visit 
www.cambridge.org/elt/inuse
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9780 11
0 76195

00 CALD
 4  C  M

  Y  K

Advanced
Learner’s
Dictionary

Cambridge

C
am

bridge
Advanced Learner’s

Dictionary

Fourth Edition

NEW FOCUS ON WRITING SECTION

NEW FOCUS ON WRITING SECTIONdictionary.cambridge.org

Cambridge Advanced Learner’s DictionaryFourth EditionFor upper-intermediate to advanced learners of EnglishIdeal for IELTS, BEC, and Cambridge English: First, Advanced, and Pro� ciency exam preparation.With clear de� nitions and over 140,000 words, phrases, meanings, and examples, plus hundreds of pictures and illustrations, this dictionary is perfect as a reference tool and as a study companion. Informed by the Cambridge International Corpus and correlated to English Vocabulary Pro� le, it is also perfect for exam preparation. The CD-ROM contains the complete dictionary and recordings in British and American English. NEW! Focus on Writing section deals with all the essential aspects of  academic, formal, and informal writing. NEW! Up-to-date vocabulary includes words from the areas of  technology, media, language, society, and lifestyle, plus important  words for academic study. Learner error information shows the most common errors made by  learners of English, so that you can avoid making the same mistakes. English Vocabulary Pro� le correlation shows which words and  meanings are known by learners at what level, so you can prioritize  your vocabulary learning.
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English Collocations in UseAdvancedCollocations are word combinations that frequently appear together. This book will help you master collocations, which will make your English sound more natural and fl uent. • Learn useful collocations from a wide range of topics relevant to modern life such as: opening gambit, work up an appetite and  star-studded cast• Avoid common mistakes and improve your exam results by studying  error warnings – based on real student errors from Cambridge ESOL papers for CAE, CPE and IELTS• Develop better learning strategies through study tips and follow-up activitiesEnglish Collocations in Use Advanced • 60 easy-to-use two-page units: collocations are presented and explained on left-hand pages with a range of practice exercises on right-hand pages.• Presents and explains approximately 1,500 collocations in typical contexts using short texts, dialogues, tables and charts.• Contains a comprehensive answer key and full index for easy reference.• Highlights register to help students choose the appropriate language for particular situations.• Informed by the Cambridge English Corpus to ensure that the most frequently used collocations are presented.
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On the CD-ROM:
• Two extra exercises for each unit
• Personalised, printable tests – ideal for 

exam practice
For Windows® XP, Vista or Windows® 7 / 8 and 
Mac OSX 10.6, 10.7 or 10.8

C2 Profi ciency (CPE)

C1 Advanced (CAE)

B2 First (FCE)

B1 +

Preliminary (PET)

B1

A2 Key (KET)

 CEFR level: Cambridge English exams:

Upper Intermediate

Advanced

English Vocabulary 
in Use

C1–C2 English Profile
 www.englishprofile.org

Advanced Grammar in Use
With answers and eBook • Third Edition
A self-study reference and practice book for advanced learners of English

Advanced Grammar in Use Third Edition meets the advanced-level learner’s needs 
with comprehensive grammar coverage and a user-friendly layout. This edition:

• contains 100 units of grammar reference and practice materials

• facilitates self-study by featuring a Study planner to help learners identify 
which grammar to focus on

• has a comprehensive Grammar reminder section to allow learners to 
double-check language areas they have already studied

• is informed by the Cambridge International Corpus to ensure the language 
is authentic and up to date

• provides ideal support for students preparing for IELTS, Cambridge 
English: Advanced or Cambridge English: Proficiency examinations.

Also inside is a code for an interactive eBook*. This has the same grammar 
explanations and exercises as in the printed book. This makes it perfect for 
studying grammar anytime and anywhere.

With the eBook learners can:

• listen to examples to help with listening and pronunciation 

• do exercises, save answers and check them with an answer key

• bookmark pages, highlight text and add notes.

*eBook available for both tablets and PCs/Macs:

• Downloadable version for iOS and Android (requires free Cambridge Bookshelf app)

• Online version for Windows and Mac (requires Chrome browser)

Details and access code inside.

CEFR Levels C1, C2

Also available:  Advanced Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises
                         Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
                         Advanced Grammar in Use Extra Activities app
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Cambridge Advanced Learner’s DictionaryFourth EditionFor upper-intermediate to advanced learners of EnglishIdeal for IELTS, BEC, and Cambridge English: First, Advanced, and Pro� ciency exam preparation.With clear de� nitions and over 140,000 words, phrases, meanings, and examples, plus hundreds of pictures and illustrations, this dictionary is perfect as a reference tool and as a study companion. Informed by the Cambridge International Corpus and correlated to English Vocabulary Pro� le, it is also perfect for exam preparation. The CD-ROM contains the complete dictionary and recordings in British and American English. NEW! Focus on Writing section deals with all the essential aspects of  academic, formal, and informal writing. NEW! Up-to-date vocabulary includes words from the areas of  technology, media, language, society, and lifestyle, plus important  words for academic study. Learner error information shows the most common errors made by  learners of English, so that you can avoid making the same mistakes. English Vocabulary Pro� le correlation shows which words and  meanings are known by learners at what level, so you can prioritize  your vocabulary learning.
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ISBN 978 1 107 61950 0

The world’s best-selling 

grammar series

with answers and eBook

Includes eBook 
with audio

Third Edition 

Advanced97
81

10
84

03
49

8 
- 

H
EW

IN
G

S 
- 

EN
G

LI
SH

 P
R

O
N

U
N

C
IA

TI
O

N
 A

D
V

A
N

C
ED

 C
 M

 Y
 K EN

G
LISH

 P
R

O
N

U
N

CIATIO
N

 IN
 U

SE
M

artin H
ew

ingsUnderstand and be understood in English. 
Pronunciation explanations, audio and practice for advanced 
level (C1-C2) learners of English. Perfect for both self-study and 
classroom activities.

• Learn to speak clearly with 60 units of explanations, examples and 
exercises.

• Listen to a variety of English accents, to hear the similarities and 
the differences.

• Practise your pronunciation with simple ‘listen and repeat’ 
activities, modelled with a clear British English accent.

• Understand how pronunciation works, including individual 
sounds, word stress, connected speech and intonation.

• Improve your understanding of differences in spoken English, with 
comparisons of everyday conversations and formal situations.

This book comes with over four hours of free downloadable audio. 
See code and instructions inside.

ISBN 978 1 108 40349 8

Advanced Grammar in Use
With answers and eBook • Third Edition
A self-study reference and practice book for advanced learners of English

Advanced Grammar in Use Third Edition meets the advanced-level learner’s needs 
with comprehensive grammar coverage and a user-friendly layout. This edition:

• contains 100 units of grammar reference and practice materials

• facilitates self-study by featuring a Study planner to help learners identify 
which grammar to focus on

• has a comprehensive Grammar reminder section to allow learners to 
double-check language areas they have already studied

• is informed by the Cambridge International Corpus to ensure the language 
is authentic and up to date

• provides ideal support for students preparing for IELTS, Cambridge 
English: Advanced or Cambridge English: Proficiency examinations.

Also inside is a code for an interactive eBook*. This has the same grammar 
explanations and exercises as in the printed book. This makes it perfect for 
studying grammar anytime and anywhere.

With the eBook learners can:

• listen to examples to help with listening and pronunciation 

• do exercises, save answers and check them with an answer key

• bookmark pages, highlight text and add notes.

*eBook available for both tablets and PCs/Macs:

• Downloadable version for iOS and Android (requires free Cambridge Bookshelf app)

• Online version for Windows and Mac (requires Chrome browser)

Full details and access code inside.

CEFR Levels C1, C2

Also available:  Advanced Grammar in Use Supplementary Exercises
                         Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
                         Advanced Grammar in Use Extra Activities app
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Cambridge 
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
Fourth Edition

For upper-intermediate to advanced learners of English

Ideal for IELTS, BEC, and Cambridge English: First, Advanced, and Pro� ciency 
exam preparation.

With clear de� nitions and over 140,000 words, phrases, meanings, and 
examples, plus hundreds of pictures and illustrations, this dictionary is perfect 
as a reference tool and as a study companion. 

Informed by the Cambridge International Corpus and correlated to English 
Vocabulary Pro� le, it is also perfect for exam preparation. 

The CD-ROM contains the complete dictionary and recordings in British and 
American English.

 NEW! Focus on Writing section deals with all the essential aspects of 
 academic, formal, and informal writing.

 NEW! Up-to-date vocabulary includes words from the areas of 
 technology, media, language, society, and lifestyle, plus important 
 words for academic study.

 Learner error information shows the most common errors made by 
 learners of English, so that you can avoid making the same mistakes.

 English Vocabulary Pro� le correlation shows which words and 
 meanings are known by learners at what level, so you can prioritize 
 your vocabulary learning.
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English Idioms in Use Advanced is a vocabulary book for advanced-level learners.  
It is primarily designed as a self-study reference and practice book but it can 
also be used for classroom work.

•  60 easy-to-use two-page units. Idioms are presented and explained on left-
hand pages with a range of practice exercises on right-hand pages.

•   Presents and explains idioms in typical contexts using short texts and clear 
example sentences.

•  Based on a corpus of real written and spoken language to ensure the most 
useful and relevant idioms at this level are presented. 

•  Provides valuable information about register and usage to help students 
develop more natural-sounding English.

•  Promotes good learning habits with study tips and follow-up tasks.

•   Helps you avoid common pitfalls with error warning notes highlighting  
typical mistakes made by learners at this level.

Also available  
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Read the comments and then answer the questions.

Tom thinks his country is better 
than any other country and 

doesn’t listen to reason.

Sophie is always so calm.

Andrey has a tendency to say 
things that upset people.

I wish Tatyana would calm 
down and not get so over-
excited about things.

Alice can always be relied 
upon to make the right 
decision.

Harry is such a practical 
and sensible person.

8.1

1 Who is placid?
2 Who is down-to-earth?

Which colleagues does the speaker have a positive opinion of and which a negative one?

‘Ellie, my boss, is very astute and she can be very witty, but I find her assistant, David, a bit sullen and 
obstinate. Julia, who I sit next to, is a bit stingy and extremely work-obsessed. I do a lot of work with Marco, 
who’s very obliging, supportive and tolerant.’

Fill the gaps with words from the opposite page. You are given the first letter(s) and 
clues to the meaning in brackets.
1 He’s rather o  . He always tries to use situations to his own advantage. (devious)
2 She has an i  approach to life rather than a rational one. (instinctive)
3 My father was a somewhat quick-tempered and m  sort of person. (gloomy)
4 He was a very altruistic person, almost to the point of being n  . (too trusting)
5 Aisha has a m  personality. Everyone is drawn to her. (attractive)
6 Rob is a very conscientious and m  worker. (careful, systematic)
7 I find Eva a bit b  and rude. (speaks in a quick and rude way)
8 She’s fun-loving but she can be a bit s  at times. (doesn’t care about serious things)
9 I think Max is i  . (doesn’t have much confidence, not really sure of himself)
 10 I’m always happy to go out for a meal with Kerstin. She’s such g  c  . 

(pleasant and entertaining to spend time with)
 11 She was very c  in speaking out against corruption. (brave, unafraid to speak or act)
 12 Owen’s a p  . He’s never happy if he doesn’t get an A-grade in every test.

Find adjectives on the opposite page related to these abstract nouns.
1 altruism
2 parsimony
3 diligence

4 placidity
5 industriousness
6 rebellion

7 distrust
8 terseness
9 naivety

 10 unscrupulousness

The adjectives you found in the exercise above are more common in formal contexts. 
Give a synonym for each word that would be more likely to be used in informal 
situations (e.g. a friendly, informal conversation). Use a dictionary if necessary.

Over to you

Which adjectives from this unit could you use to describe you, your friends and your family 
members?

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

3 Who tends to get carried away?
4 Who is often tactless?

5 Who is shrewd?
6 Who is chauvinistic?
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Travel and accommodation26
Booking travel and holidays
Here are some choices you may make  
when booking travel or holidays.

 
A scheduled flight is a normal, regular flight; a charter flight is a special flight 
taking a group of people, usually to the same holiday destination. Some airline 
tickets may have restrictions (e.g. you can only travel on certain days). Such tickets 
can offer good value for money but, if you cancel, they are non-refundable1or 
you may have to pay a cancellation fee. Some tickets allow a stopover2. A 
package holiday normally includes accommodation and transfers, e.g. a coach or 
a shuttle bus to and from your hotel. An all-inclusive holiday includes your flight, 
accommodation and all meals, drinks and snacks in the hotel.
1 you can’t get your money back   2 you may stay somewhere overnight before continuing to your destination

Sea travel is normally on a ferry, and the journey is called a crossing, but you 
can have a holiday on the sea if you go on a cruise. For some people, a luxury 
cruise is the holiday of a lifetime1. You may decide to book a berth in a shared 
cabin2, or to have a single or double cabin. For more money, you can often get 
a deluxe cabin, perhaps on the upper deck3. Cruises often go to exotic4 islands 
where you can get away from it all5.

1 one you will always remember   2 a bed in a cabin with other people   3 the higher part of the ship,  
which is often bigger and more comfortable   4 unusual or exciting   5 escape your daily life and routines

Train travel allows you to relax as you travel and look at the countryside 
through the windows of your carriage. Railways link major towns but you may 
have to change trains1 if you are not able to get a through train2.
1 get off one train and on to another   2 or direct train, one which takes you 
directly to your destination

Car hire is another way of getting around1. When you book it, you may have to 
choose whether you want unlimited mileage2. There may also be extras to pay, 
such as accident insurance. If you hire a car, it gives you the freedom to come 
and go as you please3.

1 travelling to different places; informal   2 /ˈmaɪlɪdʒ/ you can travel as many miles as you like for the 
same price   3 go where you want when you want

Accommodation when travelling
Some people like camping1 while others prefer hotels. Or you can have a self-catering2 holiday, 
such as staying in an apartment or chalet3. You can also choose to stay in a guest house4 or an inn5. 
Some types of accommodation offer half board6 or full board7.
1 sleeping in a tent or a caravan   2 where you do your own cooking   3 /ˈʃæleɪ/ small cottage or cabin specially 
built for holiday-makers   4 small, relatively cheap hotel   5 similar to a pub, but also offering accommodation; 
sometimes in an attractive old building   6 usually breakfast and one other meal   7 all meals

A

B

By air

first, business or economy class

route (e.g. via /vaɪə/ Amsterdam)

airline (e.g. low-cost/budget such as 
easyJet or national carrier such as Emirates)

package/all-inclusive holiday

flight only

extras (e.g. airport taxes, insurance)

scheduled 
flight

charter 
flight
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Beliefs36
People and their beliefs

person definition related words
adherent (of) a person who supports a particular idea or party adherence, to adhere to
convert (to) someone who has taken on a new set of beliefs conversion, to convert
fanatic (disapproving) someone with a very strong belief that 

something is great
fanaticism, fanatical

radical someone who believes there should be extreme change, 
often political

radicalism, to radicalise

reactionary (disapproving) someone opposed to change or new 
ideas

reaction, to react

A definition of one belief

1 abolish or get rid of   2 a principle on which a belief is based   3 person who publicly supports an opinion   
4 have their origins in   5 when a group of people express disapproval of laws by refusing to obey them

Other words and expressions relating to believing
Emma’s viewpoint / point of view is that we should just wait and see what happens next. [way of 
thinking about a situation]
The boy produced a barely credible excuse for arriving late. [believable; opp. = incredible]
I was incredulous when she told me she was quitting her job to go to New Zealand. [not wanting or 
able to believe something]
He’s very gullible – he believes anything you tell him. [easily tricked into believing things that may 
not be true]
You should try to be less subjective about the situation. [influenced by beliefs or feelings rather than 
facts; opp. = objective]
Can’t you find a more plausible excuse than that? [convincing; opp. = implausible]
Many scholars attribute this anonymous poem to Dante. [consider something to be caused or created by]
I presume that Meena told you what happened. [believe something to be true although you are not 
totally certain]
We should give her the benefit of the doubt. [accept that someone is telling the truth even though it is 
not certain]
You should take what he says with a pinch of salt – he’s inclined to exaggerate. [do not totally believe 
what you are told]

A

B

C

 
PACIFISM Pacifists seek to eradicate1 violence and conflict, and they believe that war can never be justified.  
A key tenet2 shared by proponents3 of this way of thinking is that life is precious and should never be wasted. 
Some pacifists’ beliefs derive from4 their religious views, and some pacifists go as far as to oppose violence in 
all forms, including in self-defence. There have been several very well-known pacifists throughout history, such as 
Mahatma Gandhi, who campaigned for Indian independence through using non-violent civil disobedience5. His 
success has inspired others to use peaceful resistance to achieve their goals, including Martin Luther King Jr., a 
key figure in the Civil Rights Movement in the United States in the 1950s and 60s.
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Number: statistics and quantity71
Changes in numbers and quantities
During the five years 2010–2015, internet use across the world was estimated to have increased 
twofold1, while in China, it quadrupled2. In the developing world, internet use grew by a factor of3 
three.
The drastic4 changes in interest rates resulted in a threefold5 increase in the number of people 
unable to keep up their mortgage repayments.
The estimated number of stars in the Milky Way has been revised upwards6 in light of recent 
discoveries.
The weather patterns have deviated from the norm7 in recent years.
Sales fluctuate8 from month to month. 
Interest rates have seesawed9 all year. 
Share prices have been erratic10 this last month.
  1 the suffix -fold means ‘multiplied by that number’
  2 increased by four times
  3 multiplied by
  4 severe and sudden
  5  twofold, threefold, etc. can be used as an adverb  

or adjective

  6  changed to a higher number (you can revise 
something downwards to a lower number)

  7 moved away from the standard or accepted pattern
  8 keep going up and down
  9 gone up and down at regular intervals
10 not regular and often changing suddenly

More expressions for describing statistics and numbers
When the different amounts were added up, the aggregate was £600,000. [total]
I’ve aggregated all the figures. [added up all the different amounts]
The Finance Minister said the July rise in inflation was only a blip. [temporary change]
There seems to be a correlation between mathematical and musical ability. [connection between 
facts or things which cause or affect each other]
The percentage of GDP expenditure which goes on education varies considerably from country to 
country. [Gross Domestic Product: the total amount that a country produces] [the amount of money spent 
on something]
There’s a discrepancy between our figures and yours. [difference between two things that should 
be the same]
The ratio of men to women in the Engineering Faculty was 3 to 1. [the relationship between two 
amounts, which expresses how much bigger one is than the other]
The company’s figures were found to be flawed and the accountant was fired. [inaccurate]
She suffered multiple injuries in the accident. [very many of the same type, or of different types]
Our data are inconsistent with yours. [not in agreement with]

Assessing quantity

1 guess believed to be accurate
2 add everything up (less formal)
3 get a figure over 100,000
4 different factors that may change

5 planned figures
6 been cautious
7 make, say, 2.5 into 2 rather than 3
8 cautious

A

B

C

Let me give you a ballpark figure1 of how much money we expect 
to make this year. If I tot everything up2, we begin to run into six 
figures3. There are a lot of variables4 and our projected figures5 
may not be all that accurate. So I’ve erred on the side of caution6 
and I’ve rounded things down7 rather than up, in order to give you a 
conservative8 estimate.
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One word, many meanings91
Polysemy
A great many words in English have more than one meaning. Linguists call this aspect of 
vocabulary polysemy.
Look at these sentences and think about how you would translate the words in italics into your 
own language.
fair It’s only fair that we should share the housework.
 The Frankfurt Book Fair is a very important event for most publishers.
 The forecast is for the weather to stay fair for the next week.
 I’ve got fair skin and burn easily in the sun.
 His marks in his final exams ranged from excellent to fair.

flat The firefighters managed to save the children from the burning third-floor flat.
 The countryside round here is terribly flat and boring.
 To join the Fitness Club, you pay a flat fee of £500.
 The sonata is in B flat minor.
 She finished the exercise in five minutes flat.

capital Fill in the form in capital letters.
 Wellington is the capital of New Zealand.
 You need plenty of capital to open a restaurant.
 Capital punishment has been abolished in many countries.

mean What does ‘coagulate’ mean?
 I didn’t mean to hurt you.
 He’s far too mean to buy her flowers.
 The mean temperature for July is 25oC.
 You shouldn’t be so mean to your little sister.

You probably need a different word to translate fair, flat, capital and mean in each sentence.
Sometimes the meanings are clearly related – flat as in countryside has a connection with flat as in 
apartment in that they both include an idea of being on one level. Sometimes, however, there is no 
connection at all. For example, the meaning of fair as in Book Fair has no obvious connection with 
any of the other meanings of fair. Words like this can be called homographs (words with the same 
spellings but different meanings).

Being aware of polysemy
It is useful to be aware of polysemy in English for several reasons.
• You need to remember that the meaning you first learnt for a word may not be the one that it has 

in a new context.
• You need to be aware that in English, words can sometimes be used as different parts of speech. 

Flat with its apartment meaning, for instance, can become an adjective, e.g. a set of flat keys.
• Learning about the range of meanings that a word can have can help you to learn several 

meanings for the price of one.
• It will also help you to understand jokes in English, as these are often based on polysemous words.

Language help

The context of a word with multiple meanings will usually make it absolutely clear which of the word’s 
possible meanings is intended. So you can understand what, for example, the noun drill probably 
means in (a) a dental context, (b) an army context, (c) a road-building context, or (d) a language-
learning context.

A

B




