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The Cambridge English: First examination is made up of four papers, each testing a different area of ability in English. 
The Reading and Use of English paper is worth 40 percent of the marks (80 marks), and each of the other papers is worth 
20 percent (40 marks each). There are five grades. A, Band Care pass grades; D and E are fail grades. 

Reading and Use of English (I hour 15 minutes)

The Reading & Use of English paper has seven parts. Parts 1-4 contain grammar and vocabulary tasks within texts or as discrete items. 
Parts 5-7 contain texts and accompanying reading comprehension tasks. You write your answers on an answer sheet during the test. 

Focus Vocabulary/Lexico-grammatical 

Part 1 
Task You read a text with eight gaps. You choose the best word or phrase to fit in each gap from a set 

Multiple-choice cloze of four options (A, B, C or D). 

Part 2 Focus Grammar/Lexico-grammatical 

Open cloze 
Task You read a text with eight gaps. You have to think of the most appropriate word to fill each gap. 

You must use one word only. No options are provided. 

Part 3 Focus Vocabulary/Lexico-grammatical 

Word formation 
Task You read a text with eight gaps. You are given the stems of the missing words in capitals at the 

ends of the lines with gaps. You have to change the form of each word to fit the context. 

Part4 Focus Grammar and vocabulary 

Key word transformations 
Task There are six items. You are given a sentence and a 'key word'. You have to complete a second, 

gapped sentence using the key word. The second sentence has a different grammatical structure 

but must have a similar meaning to the original. 

Part 5 Focus Detail, opinion, attitude, text organisation features (e.g. exemplification, reference), tone, purpose, 

Multiple-choice questions main idea, implication 

Task There are six four-option multiple-choice questions. You have to choose the correct option (A, B, C 

or D) based on the information in the text. 

Part6 Focus Understanding text structure, cohesion, coherence, global meaning 

Gapped text 
Task You read a text from which six sentences have been removed and placed in jumbled order after 

the text. There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use. You must decide from where in 

the text the sentences have been removed. 

Part 7 Focus Specific information, detail, opinion and attitude 
Multiple matching 

Task You read ten questions or statements about a text which has been divided into sections, or 

several short texts. You have to decide which section or text contains the information relating to 

each question or statement. 

Writing (I hour 20 minutes)

The Writing paper is divided into two parts, and you have to complete one task from each part. Each answer carries equal marks, so you 

should not spend longer on one than another. 

Part 1 Focus Outlining and discussing issues on a particular topic 

Task Part 1 is compulsory, and there is no choice of questions. You have to write an essay based on a 

title and notes. You have to write 140-190 words. 

Part 2 Focus Writing a task for a particular purpose based on a specific topic, context and target reader. 

Task Part 2 has three tasks to choose from which may include: 

• a letter or email • an article , a report , a review.

You have to write 140-190 words for Part 2. 
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Speaking 
D Discuss the following questions.

1 How common is it in your country to eat out in 
restaurants? 

2 What kind of restaurants do different age groups tend 
to eat in? 

3 What kind of food do you enjoy eating most when you 

go out7 

Multiple choice (Part 5) 
.... EXAM FOCUS p.202 

fJ Read the article about a restaurant food critic
and say in what ways David is unusual. 

Read the questions in Activity 4 (don't read 
the options yet) and underline the part of the 
text each question refers to. Then underline 
the key words in the options. 

I] For questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B, C
or D) which you think fits best according to the
text.

EXAM TIP 

Remember when you are looking for the answers in this 
part, the questions will follow the order of the text. 

David wanted to go to the new restaurant because 

A he prefers Italian food to Greek food. 

B he was attracted by its appearance. 

C he wanted to write his first food review for 
publication. 

D he prefers eating in a restaurant to having takeout 
food. 

2 Why was David lucky to get a table at the Salumeria 
Rosi? 

A The restaurant wasn't keen to serve a child on his 
own. 

B Most tables were reserved for celebrities. 

C The restaurant was completely booked up. 

D He couldn't afford a proper meal. 

3 How did the customers react to David? 

A They were worried about him. 

B They were interested in him. 

C They wanted to hear his opinions on the food. 

D They felt they should talk to him in case he was 
lonely. 

4 What did David appreciate about the restaurant? 

50 Unit 5 Eat your heart out! 

A the fuss they made of him 

B the unusual food he was given to try free · 

C the fact that they explained how the food was made 

D the fact that they didn't treat him like a child 

5 What does that refer to in line 53? 

A which part of an animal tripe was 

B why he had been given tripe 

C how the intestines were prepared 

D the kind of animal the intestines came from 

6 The expression tender years in line 67 refers to David's 

A sweet nature. 

B extreme youth. 

C child-like behaviour. 

D lack of qualifications. 

Speaking 
I) Work in pairs. Do you think people reading

David's reviews would take them seriously?
Why/Why not?

Vocabulary 
phrasal verbs with turn

m Match definitions 1-6 with the phrasal verbs
in the box. Some of the verbs are underlined in 
the text. 

turn away turn down turn off

turn on turn out turn up 

1 refuse an invitation 

2 arrive somewhere, especially unexpectedly 

3 suddenly attack someone, physically or with words 

4 have a particular or unexpected result 

5 make somebody decide they don't like something 

6 refuse someone permission to enter a place 

fJ Work in pairs. Ask and answer these questions.

1 Are you ever turned off eating something by the smell 
of it cooking? 

2 How would you turn down an invitation to something 
that you didn't want to go to? What would you say? 

3 In what circumstances, if any, would you turn on a 
friend or family member? 

4 In what situations might people be turned away from a 
restaurant or club? 

5 In your country, is it acceptable to turn up at someone's 
house with no warning? 

6 What have you done which turned out to be much 
better than you expected? 



D Complete the sentences with the prepositions

in the box. You may need to use them more 

than once. 

after away down off on out over up 

1 I wasn't expecting him to arrive. He just turned .......... .. 
with no warning. 

2 I had to turn ............ the invitation to dinner because I 
was working late. 

3 The restaurant is so popular that people are often 

turned ............ at the door. 

4 Getting food poisoning from shellfish really turned 
me ............ eating it again. 

5 The play turned ............ to be a disappointment after a 
great start. 

6 The chef turned ............ me and blamed me for burning 
the meal. 

7 When I have more time, I'm going to take ............ tennis. 

8 I had to leave work at five but a friend took ............ for 
the last hour. 

9 The band have completely taken ............ in America: 
everyone loves them. 

1 O I think he must take ............ his mother. She's really 

clever, too. 

If) Choose the best answer, A, B, C or D.

1 He snacks a lot meals. 

A besides B on C between D from 

2 It's important to eat a diet ............ in vitamins. 

A rich B high C full D plenty 

3 People would be healthier if they ate less ............ food. 

A fast B quick C hurried D speedy 

4 Never add salt to any dish without ............ it first to see if 
it 's needed. 

A tasting B cooking C flavouring D pouring 

5 Some cultures are known ............ their spicy food. 

A by B for C about D with 

6 What ............ are needed to make that dish? 
A parts B items C ingredients D pieces 

II Complete these sentences with one word.

1 We've got very ............ cheese left. Can you go to the 
shops for me7 

2 I don't eat ............ eggs these days; just two a week. 

3 There's ............ milk left in the fridge. Who's drunk it all? 

4 She eats ............ any chocolate these days. 

5 I think I am ............ followed by someone. 

6 A lot of excellent work ............ been done today. 

7 The onions must ............ fried until they are soft. 

8 Those chefs ............ said to be extremely talented. 

IJ There is a mistake in each of the following

sentences. Underline the mist�kes and correct 

them. There may be more than one possibility. 

1 They live there for more than twenty years. 

2 I run more fastly than he does. 

3 My friend isn't having much money at the moment. 

4 The team tried very hardly to win the match. 

5 I'm afraid there are a very few tickets left for that 
performance. 

6 That was by far the more expensive holiday we've 
ever had. 

7 He has run, which is why he's tired. 

8 That band gets really popular these days. 

9 He works like a waiter during his holidays. 

10 During the storm, lot of roofs were blown off. 

11 We were all absolutely frightened by that film. 

12 She is used to travel long distances for her job now. 

13 I tried to get in touch with him but he already left. 

14 He was playing the golf when it started raining. 

15 Did you promise taking her to the shops? 

g Choose the correct alternative in each of these

sentences. 

1 While I was tidying my room, I came over/across a story 

I had written. 

2 My taste/feeling in music has changed a lot over 
the years. 

3 My sister's favourite band have just brought/released a 
new album. 

4 My maths teacher's mood is rather unpredicted/ 
unpredictable. 

5 What is the different/difference between these 
two words? 

6 Some actors are out of work for years before they 
finally do/make it. 

7 I get really annoyed of/by my brother 's behaviour. 

8 I am a bit short/low of money at the moment. 

9 Suddenly, a movement caught/attracted my eye. 

10 We decided not to go because of the hard/strong wind. 

11 The boss was very freezing/icy towards us when we 

returned late. 

12 It's a pity that you had to be so impatient/unpatient 
with him. 

13 Tom is not very good at taking/doing responsibility. 

14 It looks though/like it's going to rain later on. 

15 The situation is extremely embarrassed/embarrassing. 
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Inside a 
dog's world 

A 
lexandra Horowitz, a psychologist who studies 
dog behaviour, describes dogs as 'anthropologists 
among us', and in her engaging book Inside of

a Dog, she studies them with the same intensity and 
affection that they devote to us. Even in the middle of 
a busy modern city, we're surrounded by all kinds of 
animals that share our space and our food, but only one 
of them bothers to study us. 

To rats, crows and cockroaches, we're mostly an 
irritation and sometimes a threat. Dogs are different. 
I 1 I I They also try to control us, persuading us to 
provide them with food and shelter. People are used as 
tools to solve the puzzles of closed doors and empty 
water dishes. 

Most interestingly, dogs confirm our prejudices about 
other people. I 2 I I But in fact, when their dog greets 
a stranger with a wagging tail or a growl, he is copying 
his owner's unconscious signals, which he has gradually 
worked out through smells and body language. 

If we want to understand the life of any animal, we 
need to think about it from their perspective. We need 
to know what it can sense and how it responds to this. 
And, whereas humans see the world, a dog smells it. 
I 3 I ) Instead they bravely stride up to an unknown 
object and take a nice deep sniff. When a dog turns its 
head towards you, it is to let his nose 'look' at you. The 
eyes just come along for the ride. 

Sniffing objects gets smells to the brain via receptor 
cells in the nose. Humans have around six million of 
these. Six million seems an enormous amount but some 
dogs have more than 300 million, which explains their 
remarkable sense of smell. They put this to great use 
socially, especially by lifting a leg at every lamp post to 
convey a message.) 4 I [ Instead, the purpose is for 

them to leave information about themselves: how often 
they walk by that spot, their recent victories and how 
interested they are in mating. In this way, the pile of scents 
becomes a kind of noticeboard. 

All mammals tend to produce the same kinds of sounds 
to exp,·ess certain meanings and dogs take advantage 
of this when they communicate with humans. They are 
able to vary the length, range, pitch and frequency of 
their barks in different situations. I 5 I [ It has been 
suggested that dogs learnt to develop a wider vocal range 
as they became domesticated. 

I 6 I ) Look a dog in the eyes, and you get a 
definite feeling that he's looking back. When information, 
reassurance or guidance is needed, they seem to inspect 
our faces. In fact, we are known by our dogs probably far 
better than we know them. They are amazingly skilful at 
spying on our every move, knowing about our comings 
and goings and whether we are anxious or sad. They are 
students of our behaviour and what makes them especially 
good is that they never tire of watching out for changes in 
our expressions and moods. 

A All dog owners think that their pet is a good 
judge of character. 

B Because of this, forgetting what we think we 
know about dogs is the best way to begin to 
understand them. 

C But what about a dog's ability to see and 
understand? 

D However, contrary to popular belief, the main 
point of this kind of communication is not to 
mark their territory. 

E As a result, most people can tell whether a dog 
is happy, lonely or aggressive just by listening. 

F Unlike wolves, they inspect our actions, 
interpret our emotions and, over time, learn 
how to please us. 

G Dogs don't touch new things or stare at them 
as we do. 
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Essay (Part I) 
proofreading 

� WRITING REFERENCE p.180 

D Read the sentences 1-8. What type of spelling mistake

(A-D) does each sentence contain? Correct the errors 

and compare your answers with another student. 

A missing letter C wrong vowel 

B extra letter D wrong vowel order 

I think that young people are definately spending too much 
time on social networking sites. 

2 The goverment should do more to protect people's online privacy. 

3 It's neccessary to see someone's face if you want to 
communicate with them properly. 

4 Chatting on line is a great way to make freinds. 

5 Most of my friends are too dependant on their mobile phones -
it's like an addiction. 

6 It's suprising that so many people don't take online security very 
seriously. 

7 It's rude when people anser their phone when they're having 
dinner with someone in a restaurant. 

8 If I don't recieve many messages daily I feel depressed. 

fl Work in pairs. Look at the sentences in Activity 1 again

and answer the questions. 

Do you think the spelling errors cause any confusion? 

2 Which of the sentences do you agree with? 

IJ Read the exam task and student's essay and follow the
instructions. 

1 Correct the eight spelling mistakes in this essay. 

2 Decide if you agree with the points made and compare your 
ideas with another student. 

In your class you have been talking about the importance 
of communication. Now your teacher has asked you to 
write an essay. 

Write your essay using all the notes and give reasons for 
your point of view. 

I 
.. ..

Young people are increasingly communicating 

using technology instead of talking face-to-face. 

Do you think this is a problem? 

Notes 

Write about: 

1 relationships 
2 communication skills 
3 sec:vr:.ily .................... .......... ..... (your own idea) 
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Young people are increasingly 

communicating using technology 

instead of talking face-to-face. Do you 

think this is a problem? 

I think there are both positive and negative 

points in the rise of young people's use of 

technology for communication purposes. 

Firstly; it has become a lot easier to contact 

friends extremly quickly by phone or on 

social networking sites. This means making 

arrangments is easier, particularly during 

holidays when you can't communicate with 

your friends at college every day I beleive 

this helps to make my relationships with 

friends stronger . 

However, young people's safety has been 

put at risk becaus of the increase in this 

type of communication. The internet has 

become a place where bullies can post 

horr ible and very hurtfull messages 

without having to identify themselves. This 

can affect vulnerable people very badly 

Another negative point is that young 

people's communication skills are sufering. 

They don't bother with the correct 

punctuation and often use abbreviations 

when texting. Sometimes this makes it hard 

to understand what they are trying to say 

Overall, I'm convinced that communicating 

using tecnology is very benefitial; it brings 

people closer together and helps young 

people to stay in touch with friends who 

live far away But more needs to be done to 

make sure that young people's safety and 

privacy are protected. 

Work in pairs. Turn to page 160 and 

do the exam task. 

D Write your essay in 140-190 words

and then check your work using the 

writing checklist on page 179. 

EXAM TIP 

Remember to leave enough time to check your 
work for spelling, punctuation and grammar 
mistakes. 




